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There are people who can connect hearts, transform ideas into action, and give shape
and direction to dreams. Such individuals are rare. They possess the rare ability to blend
the gentleness of leadership with the precision of organization, becoming the driving
force behind every initiative they undertake. Their words bring people together, their
actions inspire collective effort, and their vision guides teams toward success.

Today, we present one such personality — the man whose tireless efforts, innovative
thinking, and meticulous micro planning played a pivotal role in making our Alappuzha
Meet a grand success.

Aarjith Pradeep
State Bank of India
Edathua Branch

Aarjith hails from Purakkad in Alappuzha district — in his own words - the land of
Karuthamma from Chemmeen. He is the elder son of Shri. Pradeep, an Air Force officer,
and Smt. Meera.



Though born in Alappuzha, much of his early childhood was spent in Agra, where his
father was posted. When his father was later transferred to Jammu, Aarjith returned to
Kerala with his mother.

As a child, he eagerly waited to hear tales of military adventures from his father. Instead,
what fascinated him were stories from the stage — plays written, directed, and acted by
his father, including productions that had won prestigious competitions and earned
widespread acclaim — even a story that was adjudged better than N. N. Pilla’s play.

His schooling began at St. Thomas School, Thottappally. During those years, he was not
particularly known for participating in extracurricular activities. However, he did earn a
rather unique distinction — an award for being the student who slept most diligently in
class! According to Aarjith, such awards should perhaps be extended to higher classes as
well.

He continued there until the seventh standard before joining SNMHSS for high school. It
was here that he discovered his aptitude for quiz competitions. Soon, he became a
familiar face at district-level contests, consistently bringing laurels to his school.

During his higher secondary years, his involvement in the NSS under the guidance of
Hari Sir helped him overcome stage fright and develop confidence. Representing Kerala
at a National NSS Camp remains one of the most cherished experiences of his life.

Cricket too occupied a special place in his school days. He trained at a cricket academy in
Chengannur and takes pride in the fact that one of his fellow trainees, Sony Cheruvathur,
later went on to captain the Kerala Ranji Trophy team.

Books became another lifelong companion. His class teacher, Prasanna Kumari Teacher,
gifted him Wings of Fire after he secured the highest marks in Mathematics in the SSLC
examination. Along with Raj Chengappa’s Weapons of Peace, the book ignited in him a
deep fascination for space science.

After Plus Two, Aarjith moved to Pune to pursue Aircraft Maintenance Engineering. As
part of his training, he had opportunities to work at airports in Thiruvananthapuram and
Hosur, Bengaluru. During his visits home, memories of his quiz days inspired him to
attempt a few competitive examinations.

His very first PSC examination, for the post of LD Clerk, turned out to be successful.
However, the lengthy wait associated with government appointments led him to explore
other opportunities.



Around the time he completed his course, the world was experiencing a severe economic
recession. Simultaneously, his father returned from the Gulf after completing his Air
Force service and subsequent overseas employment. The circumstances created an
immediate need for a stable job, leading Aarjith to join Brilliance College as a faculty
member. It was a period during which teaching and learning progressed hand in hand.

The effort bore fruit. First came an opportunity that once seemed unimaginable - a
position with the Intelligence Bureau. It was followed by appointments in State Bank of
Travancore, State Bank of India, and the Revenue Department as an LD Clerk. His
paternal uncle worked in the State Bank of Travancore. In Purakkad, the only government
institutions he saw were the Post Office and the State Bank of Travancore branch.
Though a bank job had never been his childhood dream, somewhere along the way,
securing a position in SBT became his cherished ambition. Among all the opportunities
that came his way, it was the SBT appointment that held a special place in his heart.

In 2013, Aarjith joined State Bank of Travancore. It was one of the largest recruitment
batches in the history of banking in Kerala. Under the leadership of Sharmina M. Subair,
the batch formed a collective named Thanal, which undertook several meaningful
initiatives — raising funds for children undergoing treatment at the Regional Cancer
Centre, establishing a library in memory of a colleague who passed away while in service,
and carrying out numerous other charitable activities. The bonds forged through those
efforts remain strong even today.

His first posting was at Ranni Branch in 2013. Subsequently, he was transferred to
Purakkad, the branch he had once dreamt of working in, before moving on to Arthissery
and later to his current posting at Edathua Branch.

In 2017, Megha, an SBI employee from Cherthala, entered his life. Coincidentally, it was
also the year of the SBI-SBT merger. (So, that was the reason! =)Today, Megha serves at
the very branch that Aarjith holds closest to his heart — Purakkad Branch.

Their family is blessed with two sons — Devarsh, a third-standard student, and three-
year-old Adwin. Aarjith's younger brother, Pramith, lives in Dubai with his family.

Aarjith has been associated with the TB family since its formative years. During the
period when Sajan served as Convener of the Movie Club, Aarjith’s writings on cinema
attracted considerable appreciation. When Sajan moved away from the banking sector,
Aarjith naturally stepped into the role of Movie Club Convener.

His first TB Meet experience was at Aluva, where he attended simply as a participant. By
the time of the Kollam Meet, he had successfully organized an engaging film quiz under
the banner of the Movie Club. The initiative continued at Kozhikode. At Kottayam, he



elevated the experience further by introducing a well-curated Short Film Festival,
showcasing his remarkable organizational abilities.

Then came Alappuzha.

Beyond the Film Festival, the Alappuzha Meet introduced several innovative features that
added a fresh dimension to the event. Behind many of those ideas stood Aarjith's
meticulous planning, creativity, and exceptional execution.

Despite the demands of his banking career, he continues to dedicate his evenings to
public service. Along with Sumesh Sir, he conducts free PSC coaching classes every day
at SVS PSC Centre, helping countless young aspirants secure government jobs. He also
serves as the President of the Purakkad Yuvavedi Library.

Two years ago, he built his home near his native place, at Ambalappuzha, where he now
resides with his family.

For Aarjith, social commitment is not merely an activity but a way of life. Behind that
ever-present gentle smile lies a mind brimming with ideas, dreams, and possibilities. May
he continue to find opportunities to transform those ideas into meaningful action and
scale even greater heights in the years ahead.

The TB family extends its warmest wishes to him on his journey forward.



